
Girl Scouts of Western Rivers Council 

* Destinations are exciting traveling opportunities available to older Girl Scouts, and are designed to offer older Scouts opportunities to participate in a variety of diverse and challenging activities. (Targeted primarily for Girls age 11-17, but age limits vary depending upon the actual event.) 

* Destinations are applied for individually, through an application process. Girls are selected from a pool of applicants and for some trips competition may be very stiff.

* Girls accepted for Destinations travel on their own to the host council.

National Destinations

Seek out your dream – take on the challenge and apply to National Destinations! 

National Destinations are available for those girls 11 years and above.

· Available Destinations are listed on the GSUSA Studio 2b web site, usually in late summer. (http://www.studio2b.org/escape/destinations/ )

· Girls choose an adventure, making sure they meet requirements for that particular Destination (i.e.-age or experience), then fill out the application and ask for references. 

· Girls must attend DW1 the first weekend in November to polish their application and discuss council expectations. Girls will hear in January if their application is accepted.

International Destinations
The ultimate Girl Scout Travel Experience! 
International Destinations are available for those girls 14 years and above.

· New trips announced every fall (check GSUSA website in late summer).

· Apply individually, fill out application, get references, and contact the GSWRC Program Director to turn in application and references.  (In 2006 our council hosted an International Patrol to Norway)

The following 2 events are required participation for all Girl Scouts in Western Rivers who plan on applying for a National or International Destinations and for some council sponsored patrols. 

Destination Weekend 1 (DW1)
Usually the first weekend in November where all girls applying to National, International, and some Patrols are required to attend for orientation.  Girls receive a packet of information to help them in the travel preparation process.  Topics include: polishing applications, fundraising, safety, deadlines, etc. 

Destination Weekend 2  (DW2)- Annual Meeting Presentation
After being accepted for a Destination, girls attend DW2 at annual meeting.  We gather during the morning when packing hints are given, air travel information is shared and a small speech is prepared to inform Council  Delegates about their upcoming events.

Cookie DoLLARS - An incredible way to help fund your Destination

Sell Cookies and you can choose to earn Cookie Dollars at $1.00 per box of cookies sold (2007).  Only girls accepted on Council Sponsored Patrols, and Mini-, National or International Destinations can use Cookie Dollars.  To be eligible to use Cookie Dollars, girls must sell Fall Products to a specific level ($50 in 2007). 

Girl Scouts of Western Rivers Council
* Mini-Destinations are exciting traveling opportunities a little closer to home and of shorter duration. (Targeted primarily for girls age 11-15).
* Mini-Destinations are signed up for individually, on a first come, first served basis.

Council Sponsored Mini – Destinations

Council planned trips usually lasting for 3-5 days.   Age levels vary.

· Details for upcoming trips available on our website (http://www.wrgirlscouts.org/destinations ).  

· Individual girls sign up for Mini-Destinations on a first come, first served basis.  An application is not required.

· Girls and Chaperones meet once at an Orientation in advance of the scheduled departure.

· Trips include Seattle by Storm, and Shoot the Rapids
Council Calendar of Events

2007
Seattle by Storm
Ages 11-13


Shoot The Rapids
Ages 12- 14


Stormin’ London Patrol

-during Spring Break
Ages 14-17




Our Cabana Patrol
Ages 14-17

2008
Seattle by Storm
Ages 11-13


Shoot The Rapids
Ages 12- 14


Patrol to Washington D.C.
Ages 13-15


Patrol to Our Chalet
Ages 14-17

2009
Seattle by Storm
Ages 11-13


Shoot The Rapids
Ages 12- 14


Our Cabana Patrol
Ages 14-17


Spring break trip to ?
Ages 13-15

* Destination Patrols are opportunities to explore a specific area, sometimes a World Girl Scout Center.

* Destination Patrols are applied for individually, through an application process.  Frequently, there is space for all who apply. 

* Destination Patrols meet several times during the year to plan their trip, and then travel together.

Council Sponsored Destination Patrols

Come together to share a group adventure with individual girls from through out the council. Ages levels vary.

· Informational meeting held.  Girls must fill out an application.  Main theme: are you ready to travel?…outside the United States?…without your parents?  

· Every other year a Patrol goes to Our Cabana, a Girl Scout Center in Mexico.  

· Usually on alternating years, a unique Patrol is formed 

(2000 Summer Olympics, 2002 Star N.W. GS Jamboree, 2004 Hawaii, 2005 Ireland).
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